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Please join us in celebrating the 30th year of publishing the InterTown record!

New home for the Outing Club

A RED-SHOULDERED HAWK visitor on a January afternoon.
(Sasha Wolfe Photo)

Kars for Kearsarge

By NANCY ALLENBY
NEW LONDON – The need for
affordable, dependable transportation
continues to be one of the region’s biggest challenges. A vehicle can mean all
the difference in someone’s ability to
work or to seek a job, and to live independently.
Two local volunteer organizations,
Kearsarge Neighborhood Partners
(KNP) and Kearsarge Regional Ecumenical Ministries (KREM), have joined
forces on a much-needed new venture to
help folks in the Kearsarge community
access transportation.
The partnership, KARS FOR KEARSARGE: Paving the Road to Independence, has three goals:
• Obtaining used vehicles gifted from
community members to transfer to people in need;
• Helping people buy dependable, affordable used vehicles;
• Partnering with local garages to help
people evaluate and access repairs on
existing vehicles.
Thanks to some very generous people, Kars for Kearsarge recently presented gifted cars to three individuals in the
Kearsarge area, promoting their independence and self-sufficiency. Working

with local garages, the program provided each person with a safe, reliable car
that passed inspection.
KNP and KREM are very grateful to
those who gifted cars, and to Walker
Automotive and Marshall's Garage who
evaluated and made repairs to ensure
that the cars met transportation goals.
If you or someone you know has a
functional car or truck that you would
be willing to gift (or sell at a very significant discount) please email info@KNP.
org for more information on how that
vehicle might be transferred to a neighbor in need.
You can also help people obtain or repair a car through a designated donation
made on the Kearsarge Neighborhood
Partners website at www.knpnh.org/
helpNH. A check made out to KNP with
Kars for Kearsarge in the memo line can
be mailed to KNP, P.O. Box 1442, New
London, NH 03257.
You can hear more about Kars for
Kearsarge on these episodes of Yankee Chronicle:
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=o2Cs7ux-DxY.
Spread the word and encourage participation in this new and exciting community partnership.

By NATASHA OSBORNE-HOWE
InterTown News Service
NEW LONDON – After a decades’ long search, the Outing Club
has finally found a permanent home
at the Mountainside Racquet and Fitness Center located on Summit Hill
Road in Sutton.
The nonprofit Outing Club signed
a long-term lease, in association
with private donors, with the option to purchase the facility, as well
as purchasing the tennis and fitness
programs. The Outing Club is presently operating the business and they
are excited to work with the existing
team to continue to grow and expand.
The fitness center is at the base of
where the King Ridge Ski Area once
existed. Staff is now operating at the
new facility and will be transitioning
over the next six months.
“This is a major milestone for our
organization and one that couldn’t
have been possible without all the
hard work of our board, volunteers
and community stakeholders,” said
Peter Smith, board president, according to a press release. “We look at this
as a strong foundation in realizing a
vision for creating an indoor space
that all ages can utilize across all our
existing and future programming.”

The Outing Club has been a staple
in the Kearsarge area community for
more than 70 years, providing sports,
recreation, social and educational
wellness programs and activities. It
operates on a membership basis. The
office has been situated at the SAU 65
office in New London and renting the
gymnasium at the middle school to
accommodate indoor activities.
Woodward Park, which is part
of the Outing Club, is located on
Parkside Road in New London. Thirty-four acres of land offer a place for
outdoor activities and sports.
Jayrd Piecuch was hired by the Outing Club in October and is the new
executive director. He brings extensive
management and directorial experience from previous sports/health facilities in Massachusetts.
“The Outing Club is excited about
the Mountainside acquisition,” he
said. “There is a great need for additional youth and adult sports and recreation programming in the region.”
Piecuch went on to say they would
be looking to expand offerings in 2022
and provide people of all ages with
athletic and recreational opportunities, which will include new ventures
and improving current programs.
“By working in our own space at
Mountainside, we now have access to

provide these opportunities,” Piecuch
said.
The Outing Club was established
by a group of community members
who wanted to find ways to attract
more people and revenue to the town
during the winter months and to provide residents with a place to ski.
Membership and program fees, donations and fundraising events are the
sole sources of income. No taxpayer
money funds any portion of the Outing Club. Donations are tax deductible. All memberships include parents
and their children under the age of 21.
“It’s a great location and fits our
mission, with already a business in it,”
said Smith. “This will allow the club to
be able to grow.”
The owners of the Mountainside
Racquet and Tennis Center, Richard
and Laura King are very pleased about
the acquisition of the Outing Club.
The Kings had always hoped an individual or organization, such as the
Outing Club, would expand on what
they built and their dream.
If you would like more info and history about the Outing Club, visit www.
theoutingclub.org and for information on the fitness center, visit www.
mountainsidefc.com. Any additional
inquiries or questions can be emailed
to: assistant@theoutingclub.org.

NEW HOME FOR THE OUTING CLUB – The New London Outing Club has signed a long term lease with the
Mountainside Racquet and Fitness Center in Sutton, shown above.
(Paul Howe Photo)
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